Troop 1131 Raven Knob Summer Camp Report 

by Scoutmaster, Rich Wagneaar

We had a very successful summer camp this year at Camp Raven Knob. Although the rain and thunderstorms insured we were constantly dealing with wet conditions and aquatics classes being canceled the resiliency of the boys guaranteed their fun. Saturday evening's Troop dinner was beef stroganoff and it was excellent! On Sunday morning we had our first of two polar bear swims and the Troop swim. What a great way to start camp and the boys truly enjoyed being in the lake! Our registration and in processing went very smoothly in the afternoon and we closed out Sunday with the Camp's opening campfire.

On Monday the rain and thunderstorms arrived and although it was no longer raining we decided to forgo the fireworks considering many of the boys had been wet all afternoon and we did not want to endure the wet and muddy conditions at the fairgrounds. Most boys were disappointed but I'm sure 2012 has a July 4th and we will continue this Troop Fireworks tradition next year!

Tuesday was relatively dry, but Wednesday we endured rain and thunderstorms most of the afternoon. The rains quit in time for us to enjoy Troop Taco night and the OA Ceremony. The ceremony was spectacular again this year and I'd like to thank the family and friends that came down to join us for this wonderful evening!

Thursday was relatively dry and we enjoyed a Dutch oven cobbler contest between the adult scouters and the scouts. Jeff Perry's Apple Cobbler ruled the day as the scouts were unable to figured out Phil's Dark Chocolate cherry cobbler recipe and ended up serving a chunky hot fudge with their ice cream.

On Friday it rained all day and the closing ceremony was conducted in the dining hall.

Throughout the scouts performances were very positive! No matter how wet or how tired they were they continued to push forward with smiles and positive attitudes. It is very rewarding to adult leaders to watch these young boys, many who have never been away from home for more than a few days, truly grow and succeed under the leadership of their older peers! 

Some quick notes:

· Number of serious injuries: 0 (This is a very important statistic as scouts work with fire, axes, and knifes and the conditions were less than ideal)

· Most Inspirational Troop moment: James Waltermire's hike up to the Knob even though he has an extreme fear of heights.

· Troop Honor Camper: Neil Watson - a great performance!

· Raven Knob Scout Spirit Award -  Sebastian Chassagneux and Elon Smith (voted on by the camp staff)

· Troop Award: Raven Knob Honor Troop Streamer

· Scout Advancements: 10 (1 Life, 1 First Class, 1 2nd Class, 7 Tenderfoots)

· Total # of scouts attending: 73 (we were the 2nd largest Troop in camp)

· # of adults in camp all week: 11 (thanks to all--we could not have pulled this off with out your dedication)

· # of adults in camp part of the week: 6 (thank you--we need all the help we can get!)

· # of Camp Outback Pin Awards: 5

· Troop Knob Hike participants: 24 (many others hiked the Knob independently)

· # of Eagles in Camp: 3 (TJ Farrell, Michael Warme, Michael Walker - thanks for our dedication to the scouts)

 I would like to personally thank all of the drivers, committee members, parents, and adult scouters that supported this year’s trip. Your support was instrumental in our success!

